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ti years had passed since John Law had come buck lo England with
Ills son; and, now that the Duke of Orleans was dead, his private affairs
were seemingly in no belter shape lhan the day he had stepped off Sir
John IN orris's flagship al ihe More in 1721. His pension, had ceased lo he
remitted from Knuiee after ihe lale K event's death, and again he com-
plained of being hard up. Mis health loo had lately been giving him trouble,
lie had developed an unpleasant eough, he suffered from recurrent attacks
of asthma, and an irritating nervous lie- appeared at ihe right corner of
his month. It is true thai in 172-1 he was only fifty-three, but the strain
of the last years had told on his physique and he now begun to look 'more
than his age. It was absolutely necessary for him to obtain some employ-
ment, adequately remunerated bul not unduly exacting, if he was to live.
Hence he applied once more to Walpole,
The Prime Minister listened sympathetically to whal Law had to say, for
he was beginning lo feel sorry for the Scotsman against whom fortune
seemed lo have turned permanently. Wai polo scarcely had need to explain
that any kind of official job at home was out of the question on account
of Law's religion, since Parliament had enacted that no Roman Catholic
could hold any office of profit under ihe Crown* However, be thought that
some secret mission abroad might be possible, and ho undertook to consult
the King and Secretary of Slate Townshend about it. Some time later
Wai pole sent for Law ami told him thai it was proposed to despatch him
<:n a secret mission to the Unvarian Kleclor in Munich. Havana, Wai polo
explained, was one of the satellite states of Austria which it was necessary
in the interest of ISrilish policy lo alienate from the imperial planet. In
17Hi Spain, under the ambitious Alberom's guidance, had broken ibo
treaty of Utrecht by seixin?* Sardinia for herself, and as a result the other
principal European powers including (Jreal: Britain and Austria bad gone
to war with her. Bul now (May, 1725) the Kwperor Charles VI, annoyed
with Knglarul for various reasons, had suddenly made peace with Spain
and thus broken away from Ihe alliance which had been formed by Mritam
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